Cultural Survival Still a Key Goal 


B'nai B Yith Ends Convention 


By Martin Weil 
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larggpt^d eldest Jamah serv- 
ice organization co-mpleteji.its 
i:129th anmversaryt convention 
here, yesterday,,,. *tiH *yery 
much Si .. concerned ywth-i.Thej. 
probieih.of Jewish survival. 1 * ! 

. However, the emphasis has 
shifted, many members arid of- 
ficials . say; from physical sur- 
vival teeidtiai^aarsival. j 
“W e spendAa: gre^t deal of 
our/;'erier^^VjheW«g'¥. Jew's; 
Jbws,’*’- said 3tdbSW" Jay Kauf- 
man, '^l^i^ejaiice president, 
of th’e-SS^jioO-meiwber interpa- 
tionail <jiga^pMoi|. ‘ > 

The lortg-range '.goal of the 
.organizajb^he. said, Eto^fn- 


courage Jews to live by the 
basic philosophy and ideals of 
’Judaism, “to survive for jus- 
tice,' equality And’ peace. A big 
order.”" ... 

Gradual Approach . 

B’nai : B’ffth, however, is a 
m ass organization, which at- 
tempts to .approach the long- 
range goals- by slow and grad- 
ual stages^ he: said. 

“We’re ’-a.- Jewish smorgas- 
bord,” he said. ‘lYou cari find 
Ways to work for Jewish goals 
pi so many areas.” 

B’riai'B’rith engages’ inchar-' 
itable.work in hospitals and in 
behalf .of-Iyeterans. It provides 
support for the state of Israel, 
and is ' active in promoting 


] Jewish youth organizations. It 
| sponsors Jewish study and. re- 
ligious-groups at -colleges-and; 
universities throughout * the 
United States. ' ' ,-=r- 

.. "People grow,” Rabbi Kauf- 
roan.-.said, “They may come in 
Imre -because they -are inter- 
nes ted. in bowling— as dowjan 
interest as that. five years 
Slater they move on to some- 
thing elsejt 

.In the past a considerable 
amount of the organization^ 
effort Was devoted -^irectlyto 
cwfiatferig anti-Semitism. 1 ' 
-N^w* the' scope, of the. effort 
•has 'changed. The organiza- 
tion’s Antidefamation league 
seeksS- tdSoomhat - threats to : dfe-j 
mdinracy and to other minori- 
ties,, which by their nature are 
indirect, threats toJewsyRabbi 
Kahfmariisaid. 

Some Doubts . > 

’And, although “it would ap- 
pear Jews ini. ..America. -have 
made it, there are thoseoiusl 
.wdLp.'CStrohgly. beliert at ; is a’j 
frarisiiory sim-ation,” s^d, Eu- 
gene Sugarmian, of New York, 
international-, treasurer’ ofj 
! B’nai B’rith. 

y Pointing out that' Jews in 
teitlerfAGermany also felt: that 
/they were perfectly secure, he 
^suggested that their compla- 
| cency lddto 'their- downfall. 

!>- However, he continued, “H 
feel strongly that B’nai B’rith 
belongs in the forefront .of 

( the fight- to achieve fortotih'er 
minorities, ' particularly the 
Xegroyihe same.kmd of equal- 
ity that the Jew has begun to 
^njoy.” 

And, h^ empih^sized, “it has 
to -be more than words?’ 
iBatabi 'Benjamin M. Kahn: 
emphasized the-, value of; cul- 
turadpluralism, with triany dif- ? 
ferent traditions' survivingj 
side by-sade^epeh contributihg^t 


to the whole without being 
submerged.. . .... 

[Not Just- Sentiment ~ . 

And Ilie’ explained “there is 
more than just sentimental at- 
tachment,” to a - 5000-year-old, 
religions and. , cultural i tradi- 
tion. 1 ' ‘ - • - - - ' 

Members said they joined to 
.siipport Israel, 'tos-help educate 
their children in* ‘the Jewish! 
tradition and to continue B’nai 
B’rith’s- philanthropies. - . 

. Among them wgs J.. D. gnib- 
erts, 67, fiom Okmulgee, Okla., 
.wlm .said. he, joined inpart be- , 
cause ‘they do ; a lot of -good’ 
work ,^,,^Jews go for the up- 
derdog. 'We know,.,wfiat it’s 
like” ^ ' r 
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